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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 24, 2022, at 1 p.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ANGUS
S. KING, Jr., a Senator from the State
of Maine.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Hear our prayers, mighty God. Be
merciful and answer. Today, look down
from Heaven upon us as we pray for the
Ukrainian people.

Lord, we are not worthy to stand in
Your presence, but You know the
heartache we feel for our brothers and
sisters in Ukraine. When their enemies
attack, we remain confident that the
battle is still in Your hands. Lord, con-
tinue to use our lawmakers as instru-
ments of Your peace.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2022

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 23, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ANGUS S. KING, Jr., a
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore

Mr. KING thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

AMERICA CREATING OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR MANUFACTURING,
PRE-EMINENCE IN TECHNOLOGY,
AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH ACT
OF 2022—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to H.R. 4521,
which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 4521, a bill to
provide for a coordinated Federal research
initiative to ensure continued United States
leadership in engineering biology.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

NOMINATION OF KETANJI BROWN JACKSON

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on
Monday, I explained that the thinness
of Judge Jackson’s appellate record
makes this week’s Judiciary Com-
mittee hearings all the more impor-
tant. Well, we are 2 days in. Judge
Jackson is receiving a calm, respectful
process, unlike the treatment that
Senate Democrats typically inflict on
Republican Presidents’ nominees.

But, unfortunately, thus far, many of
Judge Jackson’s responses have been
evasive and unclear. She has declined
to address critically important ques-
tions and ameliorate real concerns.

First and foremost is the simple
question of Court packing. The far-left
fringe groups that promoted Judge
Jackson to this vacancy want Demo-
crats to destroy the Court’s legitimacy
through partisan Court packing or un-
constitutional term limits. She was lit-
erally the Court packers’ pick for the
seat, and she has repeatedly refused to
reject their position.

Both of the liberal legal giants, Jus-
tice Ginsburg and Justice Breyer, had
no problem—no problem—defending the
Court and denouncing Court packing.
Both Ginsburg and Breyer denounced
Court packing. As sitting Justices,
they commented freely on the subject.
The Justices knew that expressing a
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